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PREFACE TO THE 1962 EDITION

I am glad that a cheap paperback edition of my autobiography
is being issued in India. This book was written by me more than
a quarter of a century ago. Much of it, therefore, perhaps deals
with matters which are no longer of topical interest. But it may
still be of general interest to many people in India because it
deals with a period of our national struggle in which many of
us were personally involved.

People are apt to forget the inner content of that struggle and
how it helped in changing the face of India, especially the rural
masses. It is out of that struggle that present day India has arisen.
The problems today are naturally different from those of a
generation ago. But there is a connecting link and, in order to
understand the India of today, we have to have some understand-
ing of what preceded it and what gave rise to it.

Many of us were moulded by that struggle and are what we
are today as a result of that struggle and the ideals and objectives
that governed us then. This is past history now, but sometimes it
is worthwhile knowing that past in order to know better the
present. Essentially an autobiography is a personal document and
therefore it reflects personal views and reactions. But the person
who wrote it became merged, to a large extent, in the larger
movement and therefore represents, in a large measure, the
feelings of many others.

I trust that this book will revive something of the past in the
minds of many of those of the newer generation who did not
have personal experience of what it describes.

. Jawaharlal Nehru
New Delhi
20 February
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FOREWORD

My father’s three books — Glimpses of World History, An
Autobiograpy and The Discovery of India — have been my
companions through life. It is difficult to be detached about
them.

Indeed Glimpses was written for me. It remains the best
introduction to the story of man for young and growing people
in India and all over the world. The Autobiography has been
acclaimed as not merely the quest of one individual for free-
dom, but as an insight into the making of the mind of new
India. I had to correct the proofs of Discovery while my father
was away, I think in Calcutta, and I was in Allahabad ill with
mumps! The Discovery delves deep into the sources of India’s
national personality. Together, these books have moulded a
whole generation of Indians and inspired persons from many
other countries.

Books fascinated Jawaharlal Nehru. He sought out ideas.
He was extraordinarily sensitive to literary beauty. In his
writings he aimed at describing his motives and appraisals as
meticulously as possible. The purpose was not self-justification
or rationalization, but to show the rightness and inevitability
of the actions and events in which he was a prime participant.
He was a luminous man and his writings reflected the radiance
of his spirit.

The decision of the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund to
bring out a uniform edition of these three classics will be
widely welcomed.

Indira Gandhi
New Delhi
4 November
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To
KAMALA
who is no more
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