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self-confidence. Another was the presence in increasing numbers
of British wives with no knowledge or interest in the customs
and outlook of Indians. They were no less narrow and pro-
vincial when, forty years after the time of which the Aga Khan
writes, L myself went to India. These women, who for the most
part came from modest homes in the country and since taxation
was already high had at the most a maid of all work to do the
household chores, found themselves in spacious quarters, with a
number of servants to do their bidding. It went to their heads.
I remember having tea one day with the wife of a not very im-
portant official. In England she might have been a manicurist or
a stenographer. She asked me about my travels and when I told
her that I had spent most of my time in the Indian States, she
said: “You know, we don’t have anything more to do with
Indians than we can help. One has to keep them at arm’s length.”

The rest of the company agreed with her.

The clubs were barred to Indians till by the influence of Lord
Willingdon some were petsuaded to admit them, but so far as I
could sce it made little difference since even in them white and
coloured kept conspicuously apart.

When I was in Hyderabad the Crown Prince asked me to
lunch. T had spent some time in Bombay and was then on my
way to Calcutta.

“I suppose you were made an honorary member of the Club
when you were in Bombay,” he said, and when I told him I was,
he added: “And I suppose you'll be made an honoraty member
of the Club at Calcutta?”

“I hope so,” I answered.

“Do you know the difference between the Club at Bombay
and the Club at Calcutta?” he asked me. I shook my head. “In
one they don’t allow cither dogs or Indians; in the other they do
allow dogs.”

I couldn’t for the life of me think what to say to that.

But it was not only in India that these unhappy conditions pre-
vailed. In the foreign concessions in China there was the same
arrogant and hidebound colonialism and the general attitude to~
wards the Chinese was little short of outrageous. “All the best
hotels refused entry to Chinese, except in wings specially set
aside for them. It was the same in restaurants. From European
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man who pays the piper calls the tune, but if it is a tune the com-
pany finds it hard to dance to, perhaps he is well-advised to do his
best so to modify it that they may find it easy. Doubtless it is
more blessed to give than to receive, but it is also more hazardous,
for you put the recipient of your bounty under an obligation and
that is a condition that only the very magnanimous can accept
with good will. Gratitude is not a virtuc that comes easily to the
human race. I do not think it can be denied that the British con-
ferred great benefits on the peoples over which they ruled; but
they humiliated them and so earned their hatred. The Americans
would do well to remember it.

But cnough of that. The Aga Khan is descended from the
Prophet Mohammed through his daughter Fatima andis descended
also fiom the Fatimite Caliphs of Egypt. He is justifiably proud
of his illustrious ancestry. His grandfather, also known as Aga
Khan, by inheritance spiritual head of the Ismailis, was a Persian
nobleman, son-in-law of the powerful monarch, Fateh Ali Shah
and hereditary chieftain of Kerman. Smarting under the insult
that had been put upon him, he took up arms against a later Shah,
Mohammed by name, was worsted and forced to make his
escape, attended by a few horsemen, through the deserts of
Baluchistan to Sind. There he raised a troop of light horse and
after various vicissitudes eventually reached Bombay with his
two hundred horsemen, his relations, clients and supporters. He
acquired a vast estate upon which he built palaces, innumerable
smaller houses for his dependants and outbuildings, gardens and
fountains. He lived in feudal state and never had less than a
hundred horses in his stables. He died when the author of this
book was a child and was succeeded by his son who, however,
only survived him a short time; upon which the Aga Khan whom
we know, at the age of eight inherited his titles, wealth and
responsibilities, spiritual and temporal. His education was con-
ducted to prepare him for the sacred charge to which he was
born. He was taught English, French, Arabic and Persian. Re-
ligious instruction was imparted to him by a renowned teacher
of Islamic lore. No holidays were allowed him. The only relief
from work was on Saturdays and feast days when he received
his followers who came to offer gifts and do him homage.

The Aga Khan, raised to such eminence at so early an age, was
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clubs they were totally excluded. Even in shops a Chincse customer
would have to stand aside and wait to be served when a European
or an American came in after him and demanded attention.”
Lotd Cromer was the British Resident when the Aga Khan went
to Egypt. He found the British were not merely in political
control of the country, but assumed a social superiority which
the Egyptians appeared humbly toaccept. “There was no common
ground of social intercourse. Thercfore inevitably behind the
facade of humility there developed a sullen and brooding, almost
personal, resentment which later on needlessly, bitterly, poisoned
the clash of Egyptian nationalism with Britain’s intercsts as the
occupying power.” Now that the forcign concessions in China
exist no more, now that the last British soldiers arc leaving Egypt,
now that, as the Aga Khan puts it, British rule in India has
dissolved and passed away like carly morning mist before strong
sunlight, the British have left behind them a legacy of hatred.
We too may ask oursclves what happened to Englishmen that
caused them so to act as to arouse an antagonism which was bound
in the end to have such untoward consequences. I am not satisfied
with the explanation which the Aga Khan gives. I think it is to be
sought rather in that hackneyed, but consistently distegarded
aphorism of Lord Acton’s: Power corrupts and absolute power
corrupts absolutely.

It is no good crying over spilt milk, so the determinists tell us,
and if T have dwelt on this subject it is with intention. In the wotld
of today the Americans occupy the position which the British so
long, and for all their failings not ingloriously, held. Perhaps it
would be to their advantage to profit by our example and avoid
making the errors that have cost us so dear. A brown man can fire
a sten gun and shoot as straight as a white man; a yellow man can
drop an atom bomb as efficiently. What does this mean but that
the colour bar is now a crass absurdity? The British wanted to be
loved and were convinced that they were; the Americans want
to be loved too, but are uneasily, distressingly, conscious that they
are not. They find it hard to understand. With their boundless
generosity they have poured money into the countries which
two disastrous wars have reduced to poverty, and it is natural that
they should wish to see it spent as they think fit and not always
as the recipients would like to spend it, It is true enough that the
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horse had a chance of winning. I know no more of politics than
does the ordinary newspaper reader. For long years the Aga Khan
was intimately concerned with them. His advice was constantly
sought, and it was generally sound. He bclievc_d in modcration:
“Of one fact,” he writes, “my years in public life havc convinced
me; that the value of a compromise is that it can supply a bridge
across a difficult period, and later having employed that bridge
it is often possible to bring into effect the full-scale measures of
reform which, originally, would have been rejected out of hand.”
He knew well the statesmen on whose decisions during the last
fifty years great events depended. It is seldom he passes a harsh
judgment on them. He pays generous tribute to their integrity,
intelligence, patriotism, wide knowledge and experience. It scems
strange that with these valuable qualities they should have landed
us all in the sorry mess in which we now find ourselves.

The Aga Khan is a charitable man, and it goes against his grain
to speak ill of others. The only occasion in this book of his on
which he betrays bitterness is when e animadverts on the
behaviour of our countrymen in their dealings with the inhabit-
ants of the countries in which in one way and another they
held a predominant position, in Egypt and India and in the
treaty ports of China. Duting the eightics relations between
British and Indians were in gencral easy, amiable and without
strain, and had they continued to be as they were then, “I greatly
doubt,” he writes, “whether political bitterness would have de-
veloped to the extent it did, and possibly something far less total
than the severance of the Republic of India from the Imperial
connection would have been feasible.” It is a disquicting thought.
He gocs on as follows: “What happened to the Englishman has
been to me all my life a source of wonder and astonishment,
Suddenly it seemed that his prestige as a member of an imperial,
governing race would be lost if he accepted those of a different
colour as fundamentally his equals. The colour bar was no longer
thought of as a physical difference, but far more dangerously—in
the end disastrously—as an intellectual and spiritual difference . . .
The pernicious theory spread that all Asiatics were a second-class
race, and “white men’ possessed some intrinsic and unchallenge-
able superiority.” According to the Aga Khan the root-cause of
the attitude adopted by the ruling class was fear and a lack of
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by
W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM

kind and helpful friend. The introductions he gave me when

I spent a winter in India enabled me to profit by the rich
expetience of my sojourn in that wonderful country as otherwise
I could never have done, so that when he paid me the compliment
of asking me to write a preface to his autobiography I was glad
to be given the opportunity to do him this small, and really
unnccessary, service. For the book speaks for itself. It was not il
I had read it that it was borne upon me how difficult a task I
was undertaking. The Aga Khan has led a full life. He has been
a great traveller and there are few parts of the world that he has
not visited either for pleasure or because his political and religious
interests made it necessary. He has been a great theatregoer; he
has loved the opera and the ballet. He is an assiduous reader. He
has been occupied in affairs in which the fate of nations was
involved. He has bred horses and raced them. He has been on
terms of close friendship with kings and princes of the blood
royal, maharajahs, viceroys, field-marshals, actors and actresses,
trainers, golf profcssionals, society beauties and society enter-
tainers. He has founded a university. As head of a widely diffused
scct, the Ismailis, he has throughout his life sedulously endeavoured
to further the welfare, spiritual and material, of his countless
followers. Towards the end of this autobiography he remarks
that he has never once been bored. That alone is enough to mark
the Aga Xhan out as a remarkable man,

I must tell the reader at once that I am incompetent to deal
with some of his multifarious activities. I know nothing of racing.
I am so little interested in it that one day when I was lunching
with the Aga Khan just before Tulyar won the Derby we talked
only of India and I never thought of asking him whether his
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I HAVE known the Aga Khan for many years, He has been a
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“Life is a great and noble calling, not a mean and
grovelling thing to be shuffled through as best we can
but a lofty and exalted destiny.”
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"SEVENTY YEARS AGO, the Aga Khan succeeded
jat the age of eight, to the responsibilitics,
; spiritual and temporal, of the Imam of the sl Tz g, gl
Tsmaili Muslims and to the wealth of his| intcrnational contacts, fitted him well for che
1 grandfather, 2 Persian nobleman closely re- part of © Ambassador without Portfolio ”i
"lated to the reigning dynasty in Persia, bUtpfor the British Government. In the First!
t also, in his own right, of the most princely { World War he brought his influence to bear |
blood in the Islamic world, For the family } on the Muslim world in supportof the Allies,
claims direct descent from the Prophet Mo- | Later, he headed the Indian delegation to the
hammed through his daughter Fatima and | Round Table Conferences in 193031 to
' his beloved son-in-law, AlL ave the way for Indian sclf~government.
\ The Aga Khan's estate in Bombay, where | He worked hard for the League of Nations |

}r he grew to manhood, covered a large area of | and became President of the League in 1937. )’

| what is now 2 densely populated district of |
I that industrialised city, a single enclosed cs-
. tate with magnificent palaces and numerous
less pretentious houses, beautiful gardens, a
: smaﬁ] zoo and stables built to house a hun-
' dred horses. Here he lived, surrounded by |
1 nearly a thousand relations, dependants and |
' supporters, the only surviving heir. For ten
' years he was subjected to a system of inten-
! sive education designed to prepare him for
¢ the sacred charge to which he was born.,
| Then he travelled to Europe and joined
+ the social life of the pre-1914 years, when the
Haristocracy and plutocracy revolved round
| the royal families in the capital cities of Bur- |
 ope and in Monte Carlo, Cannes, Nice and
St. Moritz. He grew up under the patersal
| cye of the British Government, was receifed
| by Queen Victorda, became a companion of
 King Edward VI, a friend for over fifty

to King George V. He first met Winston
Churchill in Poona in 1896 and has been his
fricnd ever since. In the Jong years between |
that night when he dined with Queen Vic-
| toria and the afternoon last year when he
took tea with Queen Elizabeth, he has been
acquainted with most of the great figures,
! royal, political and cultural, of halfa century.
| For years he played a leading part in pub-
. lic affairs, His wide knowledge of the world,
" his extensive travels, his personal prestige and |

| years of Queen Mary, and a constant visitor |

The Aga Khan is a decply religious man. |
As head of the scattered millions of Ismaili|
Muslims he has ever worked to further their
welfare. Perhaps the most important chaptcr I
in bis book is that which cxpounds his belicfs
and describes the religious, social and histor- |
ical basis of Isham. ‘

To many people the name of the Aga,
Khan is most closely allied with horse racing,
an interest he inherited from his ancestors. |
Racing indecd, is in his blood, and he dc—£
votes a chapter to his experiences asa brecder |
of blood-stock and to bis successes on the |
tuef, !
It is small wonder that a man of such di-'
verse interests, with such crowded years to |
look back upon, can say, “ Never in my (
long life have I been for an instant bored. |
Time has fled for me on far too swift a 1
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THE MEMOIRS OF AGA KHAN
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